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       “IN THE SPOTLIGHT!” 

 

                              
         Co-Presidents: Kim and Danny Crowe 

Kim graduated from Northwest Cabarrus High School where she 

was a cheerleader, sang in the chorus and played the piano. She 

loves to read or watch a good movie but seldom gets to. Danny 

graduated from South Rowan High School where he was involved 

in art, and played the drums and tenors in the marching band. He 

likes to design, build, or fix things.  Together, they have two sons: 

Noah, who plays tenors in the marching band; and Sam, who starts 

as a drummer this year at Concord Middle School. The whole 

family shares a love for music. They also have a 9-year old 

Chocolate Lab named Dixie.  

 Important Reminders 

Marching Band Camp: 

WEEK 1:  Aug. 3-7 from 8a-5p  

WEEK 2:  Aug. 10-14 from 8a-8p 

Band Camp Volunteers and Supplies Still Needed! 

Contact Karen K-O via email (revko@juno.com) 

or phone:  (H)  704.782.3260; (M) 704.467.2967. 

 

Marching Band Student Survival Guide 
From chsbands.org, go to “Forms and Guides,” then to 

“Band Camp Survival Guide.” 

Your Information, Please? If you have not 
already done so, please turn in all your completed 

information forms.     

 

Letter from the Editor 

To our Freshman marching band students and their 
parents:   Welcome to the CHS Bands family!  We know 
youôre going to be learning and experiencing many new and 
exciting adventures this year.  We hope youôll feel 
comfortable and will let us know how we can help you.  You 
are joining a great group, and weôre glad youôre with us!   

To veteran band members and parents, welcome 
back!  Already, your winning attitudes and warm smiles are 
contagious to those around you!  You really do put the stride 
in the phrase ñWith Pride!ò   Weôre so very pleased with your 
continued growth, leadership, and enthusiasm for musical 
and marching excellence! 

 
continued on page 3 
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A Note From The Co-Presidents 

 
Welcome to the 2009 Marching band season. As co-

presidents and proud parents, Kim and I are excited about getting 
things off to a great start. Last year was our sonôs first year in 

marching band and our first year being involved in the program. 
We quickly learned that this is a wonderful opportunity for all our 
kids to hone their skills and talents in a positive, character building 
and safe environment.  

Over the course of the last season, the parents, as well as 
the students, became a tight-knit family. Kim and I have made life-
long friends in just one season and are looking forward to making 
many new ones. It is also amazing to me that there are parents that 

my wife or I were in school with, or even in the band with, years 
ago. Sometimes, it is like a family reunion. Just think of the 
friendships our students will have and the memories they will 
create during just this season alone. They will cherish the 
performances and remember the competitions, forgetting the hard 
work and hours of practice it took to get them there.  

If you are a rookie parent, I hope that you will consider 
volunteering to help out with any of the band functions. Just like 

our students, everyone has a unique skill or talent that could be 
used to make this yearôs band the best ever. If you are a returning 
parent and havenôt experienced the thrill of seeing the faces of a 
proud band after nailing a performance or receiving a first place 
award in a competition, you just donôt know what you are missing. 

We have a great group of dedicated parents who help 
make the Concord Marching Band machine run smoothly. Each 
member of the Booster Board, Pit Crew, Chaperones, Truck driver 

or whatever, are just a part of the vital network behind the scenes 
supporting each other with hearts of gold, sharing their time and 
resources to make every performance better than the last. Each 
person or group is doing a small part to contribute and to build 
upon a time-honored tradition of excellence and community pride. 
Believe me, when you travel with the band, other bands have heard 
about Concord. 

The Director, Mr. Morin, is very experienced with the 
operation of a finely-tuned band...no pun intended.  His  

background, education, well-thought-out arrangements, and care 
for each student, have impressed me many times. Last year being 
Mr. Morinôs first year at Concord, it is truly amazing what the band 
accomplished and how many awards (too many to mention!) the 
band received under his guidance. We are blessed to have him.  

Please support your band through timely payments to 
your fair share accounts, support of fund raising activities, 
donations, time or whatever else you can contribute. I canôt tell you 

how much these things make a difference in the success of the 
band. What you do is and will be greatly appreciated. We are all 
faced with difficult times these days. If you want to help and donôt 
know how, please talk to anyone who is involved, and you may be 
surprised that you could be a part of the Great Concord Spider 
Marching Band.   
 
From Kim and me both, thank you all, for everything you do.  

 
Danny Crowe (president@concocordhsband.com ) 
704-938-2983  

 

“Each person or group is doing a small part to 

contribute and to build upon a time-honored tradition of 

excellence and community pride.” 

Briefly, …About the Swaenepoel’s 

 

 

 
 

The Swaenepoel family formed in Miami, Florida. Vivian 

and Michael have been married for more than 20 years. 

 Vivian was born in New Jersey, and Mike in Miami. 

 They moved to Wilkes County, NC, in 1999. In 2003, 

Mike went to work for Henderson County Building Trades 

Inspections, and then worked for the Town of Boone 

Inspections, finally settling with Mecklenburg County 

Building Trades Inspections as a Commercial Plans 
Examiner.   

 

ñMy wife was working in a hardware store when we met.  

Vivian has also worked with a veterinarian and loves 

animals; thus, I came into the picture. We bought a farm in 

the NC mountains,  where she went on to study to become 

a medical assistant.  Unfortunately,  she was injured on the 

farm when one of my service trucks ran over her right side, 

causing a lot of damage.  (And no, I was not driving it!) 

 She still has a hard time with a lot of physical activity.ò    

 
The Swaenepoels feel lucky to have been blessed with 3 

boys.  This year, John (from Mikeôs first marriage) will be 

28; Morris turns 21, and Mike (Michael, Jr.) will be 15 this 

August 12th.      They are also blessed with 2 grandchildren: 

James 3 ½, and Harmony 1 ½.   

 

This 09 -10 school year, Mike Jr. is a sophomore playing 

trumpet in the band.  Mike Sr. was a band / marching 

student (many moons ago) and is proud of boys that have 

carried the tradition.  

 

ñVivian and I are excited to be a part of this dynamic band 
family that is dedicated to helping build each student, 

including my son's life, by instilling and reaffirming values 

that will assist them in their future life. We were amazed to 

find out how many band students are also academic  

honors  students. Vivian and I hope you will join us in 

supporting the band programs and become a part of an 

awesome family that will build bonds that can help our 

future, our kids.ò 

 

Submitted by Mike and Vivian Swaenepoel. 
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So… What’s Your Take? 

 

Á Are you a first-time marcher?   

Á A new student at Concord High?   

Á A rookie or rookie parent? 

Á If you’re new to CHS Bands, we want 
to hear from you! 

 

We’re interested in hearing from all newcomers 
to the CHS band family, so in the next 
newsletter, we’re going to feature a news 

article from a newcomer’s point of view.   

 

Even parents can participate and “play!”    

 

What’s your take?  What would you like to 
share about the experiences you’ve had so far 

in the CHS Marching Band?   

 

If you or someone you know would like to be 

featured here—picture and all—let us know!   

      

 

 

 

DONõT FORGET!!! 

PARENTS' NIGHT PERFORMANCE  

 
Friday, August 14th, 5-8:15p.m. 

 

Please come share the evening with the band 

family & watch the 2009 Marching Spider Band's 

first public performance! 

 
Á 5p  - BBQ Dinner, held in Concord High cafeteria, family 

members are invited to share dinner with their students 

Á 5:45 - Band members report to the band room for warm-
ups.  Info session for families in cafeteria 

Á 7- 8:15 Performances & Awards Ceremony in stadium 

(public invited)! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To everyone , the ñC-Prideò newsletter (in conjunction with 
the CHS Bands website) will seek to ensure that youôll have 
a steady line of communication and strong support system 
in place throughout the year.  Through these two channels, 
the CHS Band Boosters and Director will team up to do their 
best to keep you informed in a timely, accurate way.  Our 
first printing features general ñnewsyò information and 
articles written by several Band Booster board members.  
Youôll also find brief bios and other ñGetting to Know Youò 
pieces, as well as a copy of the next few monthsô calendars.  
Hopefully, these items will help you navigate the coming 
weeksô activities. But first, a word or two about the CHS 
Bands website is in order. 

http://chsbands.org  

As many of you already know, the CHS Bands website has 
been under construction.  Over the summer, Jeanmaire 
Remes, our RCCC Co-Op intern, has worked with the 
boostersô website committee and the band director to 
create a website that will continue to meet our growing 
band programôs needs.  Eventually, the website will become 
a ñone-stop shoppingò placeé for everything from getting 
general information, to getting competition results, to 
buying spirit-wear!  Weôre very pleased with Jeanmairreôs 
creativity and expertise, and we think youôll be pleased too.  

So do stay tuned to the website.  (http://chsbands.org).  In 

fact,  why not go ahead and subscribe to the website to 
receive updates as they occur?  (Complete directions for 
subscribing are available on the site itself.) 

The ñC-Prideò newsletter will support the website by featuring 
periodic updates and reminders, ñhot nowò website 

supplements, new contact and event information, and general 

ñnews alertsò from the band director and boosters.  

Additionally, when an important news item needs to be sent 
out to all band members, ñC-alert!ò emails will arrive in your 

inbox.  So if you get an email with ñC-Alertò in the subject line, 

youôll know who itôs from.  A word of caution, though:  WE 
CAN GUARANTEE INFORMATION DELIVERY ONLY TO 
STUDENTS AND PARENTS WHOSE EMAIL ADDRESSES 
ARE ON FILE AND REMAIN UP TO DATE.  

In closing, we hope you enjoy this newsletter.  Let us know 
how we can make it better!  And if you believe you may need 

to update your contact (or other) information with us, or if you 

have an announcement to share, or if you want to submit an 

article for inclusion in a future ñC-Prideò issue,  or if youôd like 
to volunteer to help with the newsletter or website (or some 

other type of) committee, please contact us!   

 

LaNita Kirby, Membership & Publicity, CHS Band Boosters 

... if you get an email with ñC-Alertò in the subject 

line, youôll know who itôs from. 

 

continued from page 1 
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August Calendar                                    

 

 

FUN D R A I S E R  Q U I C K  G U I D E  

× AUGUST 5—AUGUST 17 (DELIVERS ON 9/3)  SUNDROP DRINK SALE 

Our very first fair-share fundraiser!  Start out strong! This fundraiser can help you get a head-start on fair-share!  Contact Nancee 

Propst (npropst@ctc.net) or Jenny Cruse (jencruse@ctc.net) for forms and more information.  

× ALL HOME GAMES/ ALL SEASON LONG!  SPIRIT-WEAR, 50/50 TICKETS & DONUTS 

 Fun-filled general fund activities such as these occur at each home game.  Team up with a class representative and see for 

yourself how much fun it is supporting the programôs general fund.  Spirit-Wear Contacts: Jennifer Barnhardt  (barnhardt1@ctc.net )            

or Nancee Propst (npropst@ctc.net) ; 50/50 Tickets and Donuts Contacts:   Jenny Cruse (jencruse@ctc.net) and  Kim Crowe 

(kimc@carolina.rr.com ). 

× OCTOBER—NOVEMBER:   INDIAN RIVER FRUIT SALES--AWESOME FAIR SHARE FUNDRAISING OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL!  MORE 

INFORMATION FORTHCOMING! 

× NOVEMBER 14:  HALF-TIME HIGHLIGHTS--INCREDIBLE GENERAL FUNDS FUNDRAISER/SILENT-AUCTION!  MORE INFORMATION 

FORTHCOMING! 

 

 

PODIUM PERSPECTIVE - Mr. Doug Morin, Concord H.S. Director of Bands  

 
ñComing together is a beginning.   

Staying together makes progress.  
W orking together builds  success. ò -  Henry Ford  
 
Welcome back, band students and parents, Band Boosters and Band Fans!  Returning for my second year as your band director, I 

am grateful to see familiar faces welcoming me and new faces eager to help grow and build the band program at Concord High 

School.  As I look ahead to what I know will be another successful year for our band program, with great excitement, I invite all 

of you to ñplay your partò in it! 

 

The Marching Spiders have already begun their hard work during the long, hot hours of band camp -- leading off with a strong 
class of rookie members completing the first-ever Rookie Camp, then launching right into our two-week Band Camp.  We have 

seen excellent growth in our numbers, especially with a re-invigorated Colorguard which has more than doubled in size!  The 

show music is fun yet challenging, and the marching skills will incorporate more visual elements sure to please both football 

audiences and competition judges! 

 

Other changes that you may see this year include more recognition of student achievements and a concerted effort to re-establish 

the Concord High School Band as the premiere band program in Concord.  Students will work together, take pride in their 

musical abilities, model high standards of personal  leadership, and perform at their peak level at every performance. 

 

However, our band program cannot succeed without all parents contributing toward the common goaléto provide your students 

with a meaningful and worthwhile experience.   Please support the band by attending games, marching competitions, and 

lending a hand whenever asked.  The benefits you give your children will last well beyond Concord High School. 

 

I look forward to sharing another wonderful year with all of you.  Thank you for all that you give. 

 

Musically, 

Mr. Doug Morin 

 

mailto:npropst@ctc.net
mailto:jencruse@ctc.net
mailto:barnhardt1@ctc.net
mailto:npropst@ctc.net
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2009 Spider Marching Band Schedule rev.6/26/09 

 
• Practices during the school year will be on Mondays and Thursdays from 5 to 8:30 pm. 

• Travel to away football games is expected. Please avoid conflicts on those nights. 

• We will not compete on all the listed weekends, but please hold all dates open until schedule is finalized. 

 

August 3–7  BAND CAMP! Required for all members of the Marching Spiders. 8 am to 5 pm. 

August 10–14  BAND CAMP! Required for all members of the Marching Spiders. 8 am to 8 pm. 

August 14  Parentôs Preview Performance. 7 pm. All parents, friends, and public welcome. 

August 17, 18, 20  Practice. 4 to 8 pm. 

August 18  Forms and Fair Share due! You cannot perform without these. 

August 21  Football Game v. Marvin Ridge  

August 25  School starts. Begin regular practice schedule, Monday & Thursdays 5-8:30p.m. 

August 28  Football Game v. Lexington  

September 4  Football Game @ East Rowan  

September 7 Labor Day. Practice moved to Tuesday, Sept 8. 

September 8  Rehearsal 

September 11  Football Game @ Hunter Huss  

September 19  Cabarrus County Preview Show at Mt. Pleasant 

September 25  Football Game v. Northwest Cabarrus  

September 26  Competitions (tentatively Mt. Pleasant and Central Cabarrus) 

October 2  Football Game v. Robinson  

October 3 Competitions (tentatively Butler and Providence) 

October 9  Football Game @ Central Cabarrus  

October 16  Football Game @ Cox Mill  

October 17  Competition (tentatively Shelby) 

October 23  Football Game v. Mt. Pleasant - Homecoming  

October 24  Competitions (Porter Ridge and Hickory Ridge) 

October 30  Football Game v. Hickory Ridge ï Senior Night  

October 31  Competition (Location to be Determined) 

November 6  Football Game @ Kannapolis  

November 7  Competition (Location to be Determined) 

November 13, 20, 27, Dec. 4, 11 NCHSAA Football Playoffs We will attend all Playoff Games with our team. 

November 14  ñHalftime Highlightsò Concord Bands showcase and fundraiser. 

November 21  Concord Holiday Parade 

December  End of Season Celebration & Awards. 
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“The T- Note”--From Band Booster Treasurer, Mike Swaenepoel, Sr. 
 

As the 2009-2010 treasurer of the Concord High Band Boosters Association, Iôd like to welcome all band parents, students, 

teachers and support staff.  We have started an exciting new band year. The Concord High School Band’s Director, Doug 

Morin, has gathered a small group of super-dedicated staff that has really put their hearts and souls into getting this season off to 

an awesome running start. They have been focusing on the heart of what band is all about:  relationships, dedication, 

precision, fun, and what it takes to ultimately be and feel like a winner.    

 

Doug has made building each student an important part of the ñBand Experienceò here at Concord High.  Concord Middle 

School’s Band Director, Mac Abercrombie, is the Assistant Marching Band Director. Doug and Mac are building the future 

of the program--involving young prospective students/members starting in middle school, and building an awesome program 

where every member is truly a winner and an important part of the overall “band familyò  After-school leadership seminars, 

section-leader, and other ñStudent-Building Seminarsò all can and will help students long after their school years have ended.   

 

The Leadership Seminar is open to all Band Students. The purpose of the seminar is to build a stronger band program by instilling 

leadership qualities to ALL students. The 2008-2009 school yearôs leadership sessions included:  #1) "The Leader Within You,"  
#2) ñDr. Suess Does Leadership,ò #3) ñAvoiding Pitfalls of  Power,ò #4) ñMastering the Message óWe are Awesome.ôò 

  

During this school year, Doug will ask for help. There are many critical opportunities to help behind the scenes, so please be 

generous and help where you can. We are all busy, but the rewards for helping are compounded in many ways, foremost with your 

student. Many of us do not have financial means to freely give, and to those that do, we graciously thank you for your support. 

Thankfully, there are many ways that all of us can and should help. For example, we have fund raising events that can assist with 

your studentôs Fair Share. These include volunteering for events at the Cabarrus Arena, selling 50/50 raffle tickets, buying and 

wearing Spirit-Wear, as well as getting involved with several items we can sell for revenues (fruit, Sun Drop soda, tickets for car 

washes, and more).  

  

Doug has enlisted many others who play big parts in helping with each student’s achievement , often for little or no 

monetary compensation.  (Please forgive me if I have omitted or misspelled anyoneôs  name.) When you see these folks, 

please give them praise and thanks.  It helps when people feel appreciated.  

  

× Staff and Support Personnel include:  Renee Morin, Scott Mills, Chris Bryan, Kenny Lemmons, Adam Stewart, Chris 

Cox, Sara Cahoon, Sara Fink, Michele Chavarie,  Keith Lee, Kristen Lambert,  Jeff Bost, and Rick and Karen Kaser-

Odor.  These, in turn, are supported by band booster committees.  

 

× Committee Chairs include: Membership and Publicity--LaNita Kirby, Chaperone--Michele Thompson,  

Transportation--TBA, Pit Crew LeadsðTBA, Uniforms--Deb Mathis and Jo, Spirit Wear--Jennifer Barnhardt and  

Nancee Propst, Arena--Hannah Clark.   

 

× Class Representatives include:  Freshman  Michelle Polk, Sophomore Robin Clemons,  Junior Gordana Coley, Senior 
Karen Kaser- Odor.  Additional Band Camp staff, previous band officers, alumni, and families  have also assisted, and 

still do.    

 

Student Fair Share Reminder:  Band Student fair share in the amount of $425.00 is now due. Make 

checks payable to Concord Band Boosters.   
 
Á If you choose to make payments, a 3-payment plan was made by Doug Morin and requires that the minimum first 

payment of $75.00 is due now.   The 2nd FS payment of $175 is due 9/15; the 3rd/& final $175 payment is due10/15. 

 (Payment arrangements other than those listed above must be made directly with Doug Morin.) 

 
Á Remember:   Year-end report cards will be withheld from those not satisfying their fair share accounts.  
Á Fair Share fundraising programs have already started.  Sundrop soda sales are now underway!  

 

Contact Information:  Mike Swaenepoel, Sr. [pronounced, “swanny-pool”]   

 

PH:  704-886-8757;  EM: Treasurer@concordhsband.com                                            

mailto:Treasurer@concordhsband.com
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From http://chsbands.org  , Go to ñBand Calendarò  

 

August 2009  

Check often at 

chsbands.org 

for updates! 

http://chsbands.org/


Newsletter  8 

From http://chsbands.org  , Go to ñBand Calendar” 

 

September 2009  

 

Check often at 

chsbands.org 

for updates! 
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From http://chsbands.org  , Go to ñBand Calendarò   

 

October 2009  

 

Check often at 

chsbands.org 

for updates! 

http://chsbands.org/
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From http://chsbands.org  , Go to ñBand Calendarò   

 

November 2009  

 

 

 

Check often at 

chsbands.org 

for updates! 

http://chsbands.org/

